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Have you ever seen these characters as
villains in a Hollywood movie? There are
always only Arab terrorists...
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A combatant describes his military operations in southern Lebanon, stating he
killed militants rather than taking prisoners, and expresses frustration with
command restrictions on rules of engagement.

SAZETAK

In this account, a combatant recounts his experiences during military operations in
southern Lebanon. He describes encounters with militants that resulted in fatalities
rather than prisoners of war. When asked by American soldiers about casualty figures,
he responded that the number was insufficient. The speaker expresses significant
criticism of military command structures, arguing that leadership restricts soldiers'
ability to engage effectively through restraint policies and intimidation. He suggests
that without such command-level restrictions, he would have engaged more
aggressively if given the opportunity and a weapon. The account reflects frustration
with what the speaker views as operational limitations imposed by higher command.

KLJUCNE PORUKE

The speaker states he encountered militants in Lebanon and killed them rather
than taking prisoners.

When asked by American soldiers how many Arabs he had killed, he responded 'not
enough.'

The speaker criticizes military command for imposing restrictions that he believes
weaken soldiers' operational effectiveness.

He expresses frustration with command-level intimidation and restraint policies.

The speaker indicates he would have engaged more aggressively in combat if
command restrictions were removed.

CLANAK



| had several encounters with militants in Lebanon. | never had the opportunity to take
prisoners—I| always brought back bodies instead. A group of Americans were with me
about two weeks ago, and they asked me how many Arabs | had killed. | told them:
not enough. But generally speaking, the reality is that | have no complaint about the
soldiers themselves. The problem is with the command—they restrict, they weaken,
they intimidate. If only they would open fire... but certainly, if | had a weapon and was
there, | would have done my best to hit as many as | could.
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#combatant testimony
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